SAFEGUARDING IN THE 
CHESTER & STOKE-ON-TRENT DISTRICT

ISSUED SEPTEMBER 2011 BY THE DISTRICT SAFEGUARDING GROUP

The District has a single Safeguarding Group, which oversees Policy, Good Practice, Training and a Response to Safeguarding incidents and concerns for both Children and Young People and Vulnerable Adults.  It meets two or three times per year and is chaired by the Chair of District.

The policies of the Methodist Church are contained in the Methodist Safeguarding Handbook issued in November 2010 to all Ministers in the District.  The contents of this handbook are:

· Policy and Guidance on Safeguarding Children and Young People

· Policy and guidance on Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults

· Guidelines to Prevent Domestic Abuse/Violence

· Model Safeguarding Policies
In addition, the Methodist Church issued in October 2010 an interim policy on:

· Recruiting Safely.
The latter policy is not yet in the Methodist Safeguarding Handbook as the outcome of a government review and possible legislative changes are awaited.  However, the Recruiting Safely Policy, which can be downloaded from the Safeguarding section of the Methodist Website (www.methodist.org.uk/safeguarding) is the Methodist guidance which should be followed until further notice (July 2012 at the earliest).

The Safeguarding Handbook, forms, guidance and news are all available on the Methodist Website.

Only material specific to the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District is given below. 

Where churches are linked to another denomination in ecumenical partnerships, it is essential that the governing body of that partnership makes a clear decision as to whether the church will follow Methodist policy and guidance, or that of another denomination.  A note should be kept to indicate when this decision was made.
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USEFUL CONTACTS: updated September 2011
District Safeguarding Co-ordinator for Children and Young People:


Mrs Pauline Jackson, 5a Withy Croft, Boughton Heath, Chester CH3 5TZ    
Email pauline@jackson7117.freeserve.co.uk
Tel:01244 343786

District Safeguarding Co-ordinator for Vulnerable Adults:

Rev’d Brenda Shaw, 122a Main Street Runcorn WA7 2PW
Email revbrens@taslktalk.net 


Tel: 01928 589836

District Training Officer:

David Syson, Yew Tree Farm, North Rode, Congleton, CW12 2PF  


E-mail:  dsyson@googlemail.com 


Tel: 01260 223343
District Safeguarding Consultants:

The following people are available for telephone consultation when an incident arises in a local church and it is not clear how to respond.

Mrs Pauline Jackson




Tel: 01244 343786

Mr David Maidment




Tel: 01270 627170

Mrs Liz Walkington




Tel: 01270 663972

Ms Chris Tomlins




Tel: 01244 880037

Methodist Church House: 

Head of Safeguarding for the Methodist Church and Church of England; 

Elizabeth Hall

                                    
Tel: 0207 467 5189

E-mail: safeguarding@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Head of Churches’ Agency on safeguarding

Mr Stephen Boyo    




Tel: 0207 467 5216
Email: CAS@methodistchurch.org.uk 

(for any enquiries regarding the  CRB Disclosure applications).

Legal Advisor:  Revd. David Gamble


Tel: 0207 467 5214

E-mail: lcp@methodistchurch.org.uk
The Methodist Church web-site has up to date information at www.methodist.org.uk 

USEFUL RESOURCES:
Methodist Safeguarding Handbook November 2010. Product Code: PE510-SG-10. Loose Leaf. Available from Methodist Publishing, 17 Trensham Road Orton Southgate, Peterborough PE2 6SG. Tel:01733 235962  or visit www.methodistpublishing.org.uk £20 plus p and p. 
Worth Doing Well: Guidance and Good Practice for Churches and other organisations.  ISBN 1-85852-233-1  Published by and available from Methodist Publishing, or the Methodist Book Centre, Hanley. Price £12.50.  This book still contains useful good practice advice but the section on policies and procedures is out of date following the publication of the November 2010 Handbook.
Time for Action (sexual abuse the churches and a new dawn for survivors) – ISBN 085169-281-8 published by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.  Price £7.95.  Available from the Methodist Book Centre, Hanley.

Guidance to Churches and many useful leaflets Published by Churches’ Child Protection Advisory Service.  Tel: 0845 120 4550.  www.CCPAS.co.uk
Past Conference Reports:  Available from Methodist Publishing 

1997
Conference Report on Sexual Harassment and Abuse.

2000
The Church and Sex Offenders 

2006 
Safeguarding: Time for Action. Tracing rainbows through the rain
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This template has been developed by the District Safeguarding Group for consideration by Methodist Churches that do not have regular activities for children and young people.  It should be used in conjunction with the Methodist Safeguarding Handbook 2010 and updated information on the Methodist Church website.

Child Safeguarding Policy for churches with no regular children’s activities

 Name of Church __________________________ Circuit __________________

This church, although it has no regular activities for children, welcomes children onto its premises when it is open for worship and other organised activities and assures their safety and wellbeing by following the practices below:

1. Assuring occasional child visitors, or guests at special services (e.g. baptisms, parade services etc.) that they are welcome participants in the service and making facilities available if young children have to leave the main worship area for any reason, accompanied by at least two adults unless the child’s parent stays with the child, or the child remains within sight of the congregation or assembly.  This would also apply to an occasional crèche facility.

2. Before starting any new children’s or youth activity at the church, prospective leaders should apply for clearance through the churches’ CRB disclosure process and the church council develop and approve a new Safeguarding Policy appropriate for the activity and location.

3. If any church member takes part in a circuit or other church activity involving children or young people, they should ensure that they meet the requirements of the Safeguarding Policy of that church or circuit.

4. If rooms are hired to other child or youth organizations not affiliated to the church, the church must assure itself that the hiring organization has a child protection policy or work with that organization to put in place an appropriate policy.  The hirer must sign a “Users Declaration” (Form E on the Methodist Church Safeguarding website).

5. The church will ensure as far as is practicable that its premises and grounds are secure and safe for any children that may for any reason be on church property or land.

6. The church will maintain a log of occasions when children are on the premises, and the circumstances, and the Church Council will review the log from time to time to ensure that the Church Safeguarding Policy is developed as necessary to cope with changing circumstances in the best interests of children.

7. In case of concern or advice needed, the Circuit Safeguarding Consultants are:

Name

_________________________________________ 
(tel                             )

   or

Name

_________________________________________ 
(tel                             )

Signed:
_________________________________________ 
Church Council Secretary



_________________________________________ 
Minister

Date:

_________________________________________

Updated September 2011
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SUPPORT FOR SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE, 

WHO MAY HAVE BEEN ABUSED IN CHILDHOOD OR AS ADULTS

Local Support Groups and Counselling Services

Here is a list of contacts within the District area. Generally, telephone lines operate for limited periods, and there is a recorded message advising when someone will answer.  Some aim to help specific groups only. More details can be obtained from the District Safeguarding Group or from the NAPAC Information Line (see below).

1
Survive – 01270 253179  
Crewe and Nantwich base, but serving the North West

2
Wellspring Christian Trust – 01928 735589

Christian Listening Service. Frodsham base but serving Cheshire and surrounding area.

3
Women’s Rape and Sexual Violence Service- SAVANA  – 01782  221000

Hanley base serving North Staffs and South Cheshire

4
Emerge – 01785 225991 or 01543 576174   For Staffordshire

5
Sexual Abuse and Rape Advice Centre – 01283 517185  Burton base for South Staffs

6
Save (Sexual Abuse and Incest Victims Emerge) – 01782 683133

For Stoke-on-Trent and surrounding area

7
Axis – 01743 357777

Shrewsbury base for Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin

8
Chester Sexual Violence Support Service – Women and Girls – 01244 317922

For West Cheshire
National Information and Support Services

1
National Association for People Abused in Childhood (NAPAC)

42 Curtain Road



Information line: Freephone

London EC2A 3NH



0800 085 3330

e-mail:

mail@napac.fsnet.co.uk       Web
www.napac.org.uk
This organisation can tell you about  local contacts.

2
UK Advice Finder– a resource information  service.  0207 939 0641 or ris@ris.org.uk   

3 
National Association of Christian Survivors of Sexual Abuse. Puts survivors in touch with each other and has local groups and a newsletter. c/o 38 Sydenham Villa Road, Cheltenham, Glos. GL52 6DZ. Local contact c/o J & P Office, 16 Wellington Road, Nantwich, CW5 7BH 

4          DABS ( Directory and Book Service, Resource packs etc) 01302 768689

5         
S:VOX  addresses issues affecting survivors of any kind of violence or abuse www.svox.org.uk 

6         Stop It Now  Helpline to support anyone who may need help in preventing abuse, even in t
themselves

                   0808 1000 900    www.stopitnow.org.uk       Email:  help@stopitnow.org.uk 

7         MACSAS offers support and information to any child or adult  sexually abused by a minister

                   0808 8010 0340                www.macsas.org.uk                             

The following offer nationwide phone services

Breaking Free 


0208 648 3500

Childwatch



01482 325552

Life Centre



01243 779196

Mankind UK (men only)

01273 510447

MASH (men only)


0117 907 7100

One in Four



0208 697 2112

Survivors UK (men only)

0845 122 1201

Family Matters


01474 537392





 Updated September 2011  
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